RUPTURE WITH THE CONSERVATIVES

upon a unity sufficiently strong for self-protection. I
had then, and still have, sufficient confidence in the sense
and reasonableness of the nation to believe that it will
heal and extirpate excrescences and mistakes in the na-
tional institutions, if only it is not hindered by its depen-
dence on the rest of Europe and by internal interests of
separate groups, as was the case before 1866. With this
view I regarded, as I do to this day, the question of Lib-
eral or Conservative as of secondary importance in face
of the impending danger of war and coalition, and rather
laid stress on the free self-determination of the nation
and its princes. I do not yet renounce the hope, although
I feel no security, that our political future will not be in-
jured in its future developments by blunders and mishaps.

The more exclusive rapprochement with the National
Liberal party, to which I was of necessity brought by the
desertion of the Conservatives, became a reason or a pre-
text in the circles of the latter for increased animosity
against me. During the time that I was compelled by
illness to surrender to Count Roon the chairmanship of
the ministry, i.e. from New Year till September 1873, he
used every evening to hold large or small meetings at his
house, attended by politicians of the Right who were op-
posed to me. Count Harry Arnim, who was not in the
habit of attending gentlemen's parties without some polit-
ical object, came to these whenever he was at Berlin on
leave, playing his part so as to give the company the im-
pression conveyed to me by Roon himself in the words :

'After all he has the making of a capital Junker T    The
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